COOPERATIVES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY GOING THE EXTRA MILE TO
SERVE THEIR MEMBERS AND COMMUNITIES AMIDST COVID-19
PANDEMIC: REPORTS FROM THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
#CoopsAgainstCOVID19

SIMBAYANAN NI MARIA MPC: A COOPERATIVE WORTHY OF EMULATION

A German psychologist and humanistic philosopher named Erich Fromm once said that
“Not he who has much is rich but he who gives much.”

True enough, at a time when everyone of us is faced with this seemingly insurmountable
crisis, we take hope and inspiration on accounts of people who have given so much of
themselves and of their services for our nation. Among those of whom we can draw such great
inspiration is our featured cooperative from Taguig City, the SIMBAYANAN NI MARIA MULTI-
PURPOSE COOPERATIVE, who has painstakingly and selflessly dedicated their services for the
good of their members and the community as well amid the COVID-19 outbreak. The
cooperative through their various efforts and programs has extended to their members their
much needed support and assistance and has also reached out to the most vulnerable sector
of our society, the poorest of the poor.

Programs such as continuous operations to cater to the services needed by the members
during the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ), donation of One Hundred Thousand Pesos
to Caritas Manila for the purchase of LIGTAS Covid-19 kits and MANA food bags for around
5,000 to 10,000 beneficiaries affected by Covid-19, assisting Caritas Manila in its relief operation
to Taguig City’s 10,400 poorest and/or indigent families, lobbying with the LGU for the coop to
continually operate and serve their members during the ECQ, poster/card making contest for
the Simbayanan Children and Youth Laboratory Cooperative to show support to our frontliners
and patients fighting against COVID-19, and distribution of 5-kilo packs of rice to about 3,104
members are just some of the many initiatives the coop has tirelessly undertaken.

Below is the detailed report of the cooperative of how it continually responds to the call
of the times to ensure that their members and non-member beneficiaries will be able to rise
above the adversities and cope amid the crisis.

May we all be inspired and challenged to also help our brethren in whatever way we can
as we emulate the example set to us by this cooperative. Together and with God’s help, we will
heal as one. - FMC
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PANDEMIC

In a snap of a finger, what used to be the “routines of our lives” was disrupted because
of the worldwide pandemic that took the lives of a great number of people. Our government
had to order us to stay at home under the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) to prevent
the massive widespread of the disease. To lessen the impact brought about by this crisis,
cooperatives across our country heeded the call to take part in the nationwide efforts to address
the adverse effects of Covid-19 outbreak. One of these cooperatives in NCR who took a bold
step in battling the pandemic, is the BUREAU OF JAIL MANAGEMENT AND PENOLOGY MULTI-
PURPOSE COOPERATIVE (BIJMP MPC) from Quezon City.

As part of their community service, the coop distributed food packs of assorted groceries
to 200 family members of Barangay Bahay Toro. In support of the frontliners of Barangay Bahay
Toro, around 35 of our “modern-day heroes” were given food packs of assorted groceries.

The coop also had in mind the best interest of their members amidst the crisis. To
mitigate the impact of the corona virus and to ensure their safety and well-being, the coop
initiated several programs for their members. Personal Protective Equipments (PPE’s) were
donated to personnel members assigned in Quezon City Jail MD-Payatas and Quezon City Jail
MD. About 950 kilos of rice (19 sacks) were distributed to members coming from BJMP-NCR.
For the personnel members from the National Jail Management and Penology Training Institute,
infection prevention products such as alcohol, surgical masks, and gloves were distributed by
the coop. Athletic uniforms were donated to personnel members coming from the BJMP-NCRO
Health. Lastly, 1,000 washable face masks were given to BJMP-NCR member frontliners.
Attached below is a detailed report. The corresponding cost amounted to Php 454,578, which
was charged to the CDF and Optional Fund of the cooperative.

Indeed, the BJMP MPC with all of its selfless contributions, knows by heart the very
purpose of our existence. As Robert F. Kennedy has said, “The purpose of life is to contribute
in some way to making things better.” -FMC




NEW GSIS TRANSPORT COOPERATIVE REACHES OUT TO MEMBERS AMID THE COVID-19
CRISIS

A Chinese Proverb states: “If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. If you want
happiness for a day, go fishing. If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune. If you want
happiness for a - : —
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This act of
lending a helping
hand to those who
are in need was
demonstrated by our
featured
cooperative. From &
Quezon City, the
New GSIS Transport |
Cooperative has
taken part in
heeding the call for
our nation to heal as
one by reaching out
to their members
amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Last April 22, the cooperative provided relief goods to their members to assist them
in these trying times and let them know they are not alone in this battle. - FMC
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AMCHC I RESPONDS TO THE CALL OF THE TIMES

American actor, director and producer, Denzel Washington, has uttered these words
which we ought to reflect on: “At the end, it's not about what you have or even what you've
accomplished. It's about who you've lifted up, who you've made better. It's about what you've
given back.”

One cooperative from Caloocan City which exemplified what it is to lift others up, make
them better and give back, at a time when such acts are deeply needed, is the AMCHC I (Alyansa
ng Mamamayan sa Caloocan Housing Cooperative I). The members of this cooperative
volunteered in repacking rice and grocery items for the 36 scholars of the Mekung Foundation
last March 17, 2020. Also, since the General Assembly of the cooperative was postponed due
to COVID-19, the alcohol which was supposed to be used to disinfect the chairs for the said
assembly was given instead to 45 coop members who were not able to buy any alcohol from
the store.



They also distributed 5 kilos of rice last March 28 to 64 coop members from Bgy. 163
and Bgy. 164. The funds which were supposed to be used for the General Assembly were used
instead to buy the 320 kilos of rice which they distributed. The BOD Vice-Chairperson (Rosky
Anciro) of this cooperative also volunteered to deliver the food packs which came as a donation
from different organizations. Ten (10) coop members also donated the amount of Php 1,000
each for the said activity. To help the poorest of the poor coop members, the coop gave grocery
items to 26 families last March 29. Medicines for high blood pressure and diabetes were also
given to 5 coop members last April 5. All of these came from someone whom they consider as
a good samaritan.

Together, by God’s grace, we will win this battle against Covid-19. — FMC
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