TECHMASTERY 2025: BUILDING CDA'S DIGITAL EDGE

“Technology is best when you can put people
together. The core focus should be on life and

people, and building teamwork using IT.”
- Usec. Alexander B. Raquepo, CDA Chairperson

Cebu City was buzzing with innovation last September 22-26, 2025, as the
Cooperative Development Authority (CDA) gathered its ICT personnel from
across the country for TechMastery 2025, an advanced computer and network
troubleshooting training paired with advanced digital design. Held at the Cebu
Parklane International Hotel, the week-long training wasn’t just about gadgets
and codes—it was about empowering people, strengthening systems, and
shaping the future of cooperatives in the digital era.

The event opened with a wave of inspiring messages from CDA leaders. The
welcome remarks were delivered by Dir. Cristina H. Villamil of Region VII
Extension Office. OIC Administrator Ray R. Elevazo reminded participants that
technology’s true value lies in its power to uplift communities, not just to
streamline machines. ICT Oversight Head Asec. Myrla B. Paradillo called for bold
solutions to improve core systems, while Chairman Usec. Alexander B. Raquepo
challenged participants to embrace “tech mastery” as a blend of savviness,
literacy, and teamwork.

Mr. Mario Tuscan N. Naz, Chief of ICTD, provided the rationale for the training,
duly noting this training was different this time around since it was designed
according to the needs and requirements of ICTS personnel. Mr. Ronald Rivera,
Asst. Chief of ICTD provided updates on ICT plans and programs for the year.

From there, the training went hands-on. Participants cracked open desktops for
advanced troubleshooting, built and secured local networks, and tapped into
their creativity through Photoshop and Canva workshops. The energy was
palpable—whether configuring VLANS, reviving desktops, or crafting campaign
posters, ICT personnel were not just learning, they were mastering. By week’s
end, the results spoke volumes: 100% competency gains in troubleshooting and
networking, and a major leap in digital design skills.

Expert Resource Speakers

The program featured seasoned
professionals from LMS Events
Management and Corporate
Services (LMS), who brought
practical knowledge into the
training room:

o Jeffrey Antonico Diaz - Long-
time ICT educator and systems
administrator, leading the
troubleshooting sessions.

e Ferdinand Fidel V. Platon - CEO
and Chief Consultant of LMS, a
network specialist with
extensive training experience,
guiding participants through
advanced networking.

¢ Nabbe Francisco (Uno
Graphiko) = Creative
professional and digital design
influencer, conducting hands-
on workshops in Photoshop
and Canva.

Their expertise ensured that the
learning experience was anchored
on real-world applications, directly
benefiting  CDA’s  day-to-day
operations.
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But TechMastery 2025 was more than a skills bootcamp. It was also a space to
align with CDA’s fast-moving digital transformation initiatives—from
cybersecurity upgrades and mobile app development to Al policy rollouts.
These updates grounded the training in the agency’s broader mission: building
smarter, more resilient cooperatives through technology.
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“Four days wiser, four days more skilled. The true measure of this
training is not in certificates, but in the tangible improvements
you will bring.”

-Atty. Mona Liza P. Arriba-Juarez, Deputy Administrator, GASS

Closing Remarks: A Message of
Transformation

The event closed with a powerful
message from Atty. Mona Liza P.
Arriba-Juarez, who spoke of
transformation, continuous
learning, and gratitude.

She highlighted that the true value
of the training was not in sitting
through sessions but in the
transformation participants
experienced:

e They did not simply learn
troubleshooting; they adopted
the mindset of problem
solvers, ready to face technical
challenges with confidence.

e They did not just study

networking; they built
meaningful connections, both
personal and digital,

recognizing collaboration as
the key to progress.

e They did not just explore digital
creativity; they unleashed new
possibilities, equipping
themselves to innovate and
communicate effectively in a
digital-first world.

Atty. Juarez underscored that
success would not be measured by
certificates but by tangible
improvements in CDA’s work.
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